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DECLARATION ON HUMAN GENETICS AND OTHER NEW 

TECHNOLOGIES IN MEDICINE

We, the undersigned, acknowledge that scientific and technological progress has the potential to positively transform the health and wealth of our society.  This cannot happen if this progress does not protect and promote human dignity; the right to life; the fundamental uniqueness and equality of every human being from the moment of conception to natural death; the special responsibilities of parents and families; and the promotion of individual and common good.

Despite the common contemporary perception of ethical pluralism that refuses to accept the existence of commonly shared European ethical principles, we hold that the tragic events of September 11 2001, has demonstrated that there is universal agreement on the evil nature of some human acts (terrorism).  Furthermore, that it is universally valid and ‘reasonable’ to pursue the moral ‘good’ of global peace.  Thus, regardless of cultural or religious context, it is possible to construct a system of ethical principles that we can all share.  Indeed, we affirm the fact that respect for human dignity is at the heart of every International and European legal Instrument upholding fundamental rights and is the foundation of every European constitution.

Respect for Human Dignity in the field of Biomedical research requires universal acceptance of the principle that Science must serve Humanity rather than Humanity serving Science.  There is a particular need to protect vulnerable, handicapped, or unborn members of the Human Family.  Human life, in whatever form, whatever its appearance or capacity, has inherent and indisputable dignity.  Basic biological principles irrefutably show that from the moment of conception or creation the embryo inside or outside the womb is a unique human being with a unique genetic code.  Even the creation of twins during the first days of life does not deny the individual character of these new human beings.  The period of gestation of the Embryo requires no fundamental alterations or changes to the genetic pattern established at fertilisation.  This fact alone seriously undermines the assertion that the embryo is merely a “potential human being” or the attempted distinction between “human beings” and “human persons”.

On research on human embryos and stem cells

The creation of human embryos for research purposes, the production of hybrids or chimeras and any commercial exploitation of human embryos must be forbidden.

To allow research that involves the destruction of human embryos, and therefore research on human embryonic stem cells, would undermine the foundations of democratic societies, not least because it represents a form of instrumentalisation of some human beings for the sake of other human beings.  This kind of research is therefore against human dignity and fundamental human rights and must be outlawed by civilised societies.  Experimentation on the human embryo must only be permitted in individual cases where the aim is to protect the life and health of a specific embryo.  Biomedical solutions in the field of human stem cell research must only be permitted with techniques using adult stem cells and the re-programming of adult cells, more efficient than techniques using embryonic stem cells.

On human genetic testing and interventions

Any intentional pursuit of research activity intended to modify the genetic heritage of human beings which could make such changes hereditary must be forbidden.

Pre- and post-natal genetic testing should only be permitted if it is demonstrated there is a reasonable proportionality between the risks involved for the embryo by the sampling technique and any of the potential therapeutic benefits.  Professional genetic counselling must always be provided.  Patients and their families are entitled to professional, humane, and life-protecting guidance that supports them in their decision-making.  Eugenic pressure on parents not to accept a child with a handicap should be outlawed.

On human cloning

When human dignity is at stake in a civilised society, the ends can never justify the means.

Human cloning, regardless of its purpose and method, is ethically unacceptable and should be legally prohibited.  Every clone created necessarily involves a violation of fundamental human rights and the human dignity that society must protect.  We wholeheartedly commend the existing European and International agreements banning human cloning that have recognised the dangers of eugenics that we now face and urge European citizens of good will to stand together with us for the sake of future generations.
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